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The question paper is divided into the following sections.

Section A: Reading 20 marks
Section B:  Writing & Grammar 25 marks
Section C:  Literature 25 marks
SECTION A
Reading

Q1. Read the following passage carefully:

The Siachen Glacier is the longest glacier in the Karakoram and second-longest in the
world's non-polar areas. The average winter snowfall in this region is more than 1000 cm
(35 ft) and temperatures can go as low as =50 °C (=58 °F). Both India and Pakistan assert
control over the entire Siachen region. In 1984, India launched a military operation called
Operation Meghdoot, which gave India control over all of the Siachen Glacier, including its
tributaries. Frequent clashes took place between India and Pakistan between 1984 and
1999. However, more soldiers have died from the harsh weather than from military
combat. Apart from the Indian and Pakistani military force, the Siachen glacier remains
unpopulated.

The melting waters of the glacier are the main source of the Nubra River in Ladakh. This in
turn drains into the Shyok River, which joins the 3000 kilometer-long Indus River flowing
through Pakistan. The glacier feeds the world’s largest irrigation system in the world.

Research has revealed that the glacier has been melting at an alarming rate for the past
thirty years. The glacier was uninhabited until 1984. However, the presence of military
troops has led to dumping of non-biodegradable waste in large quantities. This has affected
the eco-system of the region. Mountaineers have witnessed large amount of garbage, empty
ammunition shells, parachutes etc. dumped on the glacier while on climbing expeditions.
This neither decomposes nor can be burned because of the extreme climatic conditions.
Almost forty percent (40%) of the waste left at the glacier comprises plastic and metal
composition, including toxins such as cobalt, cadmium and chromium.

The Siachen glacier is home to rare species including snow leopard, brown bear and ibex.
Sadly, the military presence has affected the flora and fauna of the Siachen region.
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I. Complete the following sentences based on your reading of the text: [3]

1. The presence of military troops on the Siachen glacier has

2. More soldiers have died on the glacier due to

3. The melting waters of the glacier are

IL. Fill in the blanks with ONE word only: [4]
In 1984, India (a) a military operation called Operation Meghdoot to get
control over the Siachen glacier. The glacier was uninhabited (b) 1984. The

military operation gave India control over all of the Siachen Glacier, including its (c)

. The glacier feeds the world’s (d) irrigation system in the world.
III. Find a word in the passage that means the following: [1]
1. battle:
2. unusual:
Q2. Read the following poem carefully: [5]
The Leader

Patient and steady with all he must bear,
Ready to meet every challenge with care,
Easy in manner, yet solid as steel,
Strong in his faith, refreshingly real,
Isn't afraid to propose what is bold,
Doesn't conform to the usual mould,
Eyes that have foresight, for hindsight won't do,
Never backs down when he sees what is true,
Tells it all straight, and means it all too.
Going forward and knowing he's right,
Even when doubted for why he would fight,
Over and over he makes his case clear
Reaching to touch the ones who won't hear.
Growing in strength, he won't be unnerved,
Ever assuring he'll stand by his word.
Wanting the world to join his firm stand,
Bracing for war, but praying for peace,
Using his power so evil will cease:

So much a leader and worthy of trust,
Here stands a man who will do what he must.
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Answer the following questions by choosing the appropriate option from those given
below: [5]

1. This poem is about

a. the qualities a leader should possess
b. aperson who has been a good leader
c. whatleaders used to be like

d. apresent day leader

2. 'Doesn't conform to the usual mould' suggests the person being described

a. doesn'tlook like others

b. has qualities that are different

c. doesn't mix up with people

d. breaks rules laid down by society

3. The leader would fight war bravely
a. because he wants to prove his valour
b. because he wants to kill his enemy
c. and turn out victorious

d. but want peace

4. ‘Using his power so evil will cease’. Here ‘cease’ means
a. begin
b. become strong
c. come to an end

d. rule over everyone

5. Atrue leader is a man who possesses
a. physical strength and daredevilry
b. courage and conviction
c. religious beliefs and faith

d. strength and faith
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Q3. Read the following passage carefully: [7]

Papaya is the healthiest fruit with a list of properties that is long and exhaustive. Papaya
favours digestion as well as cures skin irritation and sun burns. You can munch on it as a
salad, have it cooked or boiled or just drink it up as milkshake or juice. The most important
of these virtues is the protein-digesting enzyme in the milky juice or latex. The enzyme is
similar to pepsin in its digestive action and is said to be so powerful that it can digest 200
times its own weight in protein. It assists the body in assimilating the maximum nutritional
value from food to provide energy and body-building materials. Papain in raw papaya
makes up for the deficiency of gastric juice and fights excess of unhealthy mucus in the
stomach, dyspepsia and intestinal irritation. The ripe fruit, if eaten regularly corrects
habitual constipation, bleeding piles and chronic diarrhea. The juice of the papaya seeds
also assists in the above-mentioned ailments. The juice, used as a cosmetic, removes
freckles or brown spots due to exposure to sunlight and makes the skin smooth and
delicate. A paste of papaya seeds is applied in skin diseases like those caused by ringworm.
The black seeds of the papaya are highly beneficial in the treatment of cirrhosis of the liver
caused by alcoholism, malnutrition, etc. A tablespoonful of its juice, combined with a hint of
fresh lime juice, should be consumed once or twice daily for a month. The fresh juice of raw
papaya mixed with honey can be applied over inflamed tonsils, for diphtheria and other
throat disorders. It dissolves the membrane and prevents infection from spreading.

Q1. Answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate alternative
from the ones given. [5]
L.

1. The protein-digesting enzyme in papaya can
a) remove freckles or brown spots
b) make up for the deficiency of gastric juice
c) applied over inflamed tonsils

d) can digest 200 times its own weight in protein

2. Intestinal irritation can be overcome by
chewing the seeds of the fruit
drinking papaya juice

eating raw papaya

eating ripe papaya salad

a0 o

3. Throat disorders can be cured if
one drinks the juice of a raw papaya

a.
b. one applies honey and the juice of a raw papaya on it
c. one eats ripe papaya mixed with honey

d. one drinks the juice of ripe papaya with honey
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4. 'The juice can be used as a cosmetic' means
the juice has medicinal properties.

b. the juice can be used to treat internal diseases
c. thejuice can be used to rectify physical defects
d. thejuice can be used to make the skin look more attractive

i

5. The fact that papaya is a versatile fruit is evident from
a. the fact that it can be drunk as a milkshake

b. the fact that it can be eaten as a salad, cooked, boiled or just drunk
c. the fact that its seeds can be applied on the skin
d. the fact that it can be eaten, drunk and also used externally

II. Find words from the passage that mean
a. shortage:
b. swollen:

SECTION B
(WRITING & GRAMMAR- 25 MARKS)

Q3. Write an article in about 180 words for your school magazine on fresh water
pollution. [5]

Q4. Write a short story with the help of outline below. [10]

A poor boy-selling toys at traffic signal- a rich boy in a car- sees the poor boy daily-feels sad
for him - asks his father why he is not going to school- father says his parents don’t have
money - rich boy decides to help the poor boy- collects his old books in the evening- waves
out to the poor boy the next day- hands over a bag- bag full of books, pencils and colours-
poor boy happy- rich boy’s father proud of his son.

Q5. Complete the passage by choosing the correct option from those given in
brackets: 3]

When television was invented, it was expected to prove a boon but (a) _ the
passage of time, it’s turning into a curse. There was a time when television used to operate
(b) limited hours with only the national channel but with the arrival of dish
antenna, it now works for 24 hours. The TV telecasts movies, songs, cartoon shows, fashion
shows, cookery shows as well as educational programmes. Different channels provide the
telecast (c) latest news items. Even the latest movies can be watched with the
help of CDs (d) DVD players. Television is a boon (e) good
programmes are telecast and if watched in limit. Unfortunately, television nowadays shows
a lot of violent content which affects the development of children and compromises on
quality time (f) family.
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Q6. The following passage has not been edited. There is ONE error in each of the
lines. Write the missing word against the correct blank number in your answer
sheets. [4]

Correction

a) Robert Frost was American poet.

b) He is highly regarded his realistic

c) depictions rural life. Frost's father

d) ateacher and later an editor of

e) San Francisco Evening Bulletin.

f) Frost won first his four Pulitzer Prizes

g) 1924. He received over 40 honorary degrees

h) universities such as Cambridge and Oxford.

Q7. Rearrange the following words and phrases to make meaningful sentences. [3]

a) streets /during/ can see/ slogans/ elections,/ supporters/ political parties/ the/
shouting /of/ in / we.
b) opportunity/ they/ the/ of / catch/ shaking hands/ anyone/ meet/ they/ with.

c) toexercise/ votes / candidates/ urge/them/ their/ in favour.

SECTION D (LITERATURE - 25 MARKS)

Q8. Read the given extract and answer the following questions by choosing the most
appropriate option. [3]

[ am beautiful pearls, plucked from the
Crown of Ishtar by the daughter of Dawn
To embellish the gardens.

1. What is being referred to as 'pearls' in the above lines?
i. raindrops
ii. flowers
iii. buds
iv. silver threads

2. What does Ishtar refer to?
i. Goddess of Dawn
ii. Goddess of Flowers
iii. Daughter of Dawn
iv. Goddess of Fertility
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3. The two poetic devices used in the above lines are
i. personification and allusion
ii. allusion and alliteration
iii. personification and metaphor
iv.simile and alliteration

Q9. Answer the following questions in about 30 - 40 words each. [8]

1. What did the Professor mean by "intelligent reading"?

2. What was John A. Pescud's opinion about best sellers? Why?

3. Why did the poet go to the dentist? How could she have avoided it?

4. Who was Jerry Fisher? What did he say to try and convince Bill to change his mind?
Q10. How has Shakespeare compared man’s life to a stage play? [4]

Q11. Which situations in the convict's life can be termed as the turning points in his
life? [10]

www.topperlearning.com



